ALTRUSA | Leading to a better community
2011-12 Recommended Altrusa Grants 

The Altrusa International, Inc. of Columbus Ohio Service Committee members Jill Devore, Pat Fitzpatrick, Sue Inglis, Linda Nusbaum, Mary Smithson and Cari Wolfe reviewed and recommend the following grant proposals for funding, upon approval by the club members and foundation board.  To avoid conflicts of interest, Jill DeVore did not review the Medicine for Mali proposal; and Sue Inglis and Linda Nusbaum did not review the Columbus Literacy Council proposal.  
	Applicant       ($ Request)
	Proposal Description

	Columbus Literacy Council 

($5,000 )
	The Council’s mission is to increase the literacy skills of adults in Central Ohio functioning below the 8th grade level through teaching English language skills in listening, speaking, reading, and writing. The Council offers Adult Basic Education (ABE), which serves native speakers and English for Speakers of Other Languages (ESOL), which instructs adults for whom English is not their native language. The grant will cover the cost of needed educational materials for the 230 students. This program is literacy education and works with individuals that are in the lowest levels of literacy. As such, this program aligns with Altrusa’s community service priority of literacy. Altrusa Contact: 
Sue Inglis

	Columbus Metropolitan Library Homework Help Centers ($4,850)
	The Homework Help Centers (HHC) are designated spaces for K-12 students to get homework help, use a computer and find free school supplies. In the 2010/11 school year, homework assistance was offered 52,000 times. Staff and trained volunteers offer academic support that might be missing from students’ lives. Currently, 22 Homework Help Center Coordinators and part-time Aides or Specialists staff the HHCs. Altrusa’s funding will be instrumental in helping the staff to provide a welcoming, educational and supportive environment in our Homework Help Centers. Altrusa funds will  provide school supplies for students who arrive unprepared or who don’t have the resources to buy the items themselves including, pencils, pens, paper, poster board, rulers, calculators, folders and more. In addition, the funds will be  used by HHC Coordinators to provide needed resources to the centers. Altrusa Contact: Mary Smithson

	Medicine for Mali ($3,000)
	Medicine for Mali (MFM) is a non-profit organization which provides humanitarian aid through high-quality medical clinics, clean water, microfinance, child nutrition and malaria prevention programs, village birth attendant training, student scholarships, and tutoring for girls.  The Altrusa grant will provide 1) Tutoring classes for students in four schools as a continuation of a 2010-11 Altrusa funded program in which extra classes were made available to 2,000 students with an emphasis on the 1,000 girls. 2) Improve teacher skills by providing for teacher visits by the CAP (district office of the Mali Ministry of Education). Initiated last year with Altrusa grant money, the CAP representative makes quarterly visits to the four schools to observe teachers and staff and give suggestions on improvement. 3) Training for village management committees to improve knowledge of the committee’s roles and responsibilities, including the benefits of girls staying in school.  Initiated with a 2010-11 Altrusa grant, a refresher course will be held to continue this learning that promotes self-governance where villagers can make a difference in their school and improve their village. 4) Provide incentive gifts and copy books and pens for the top three girl test takers in each grade on the three school tests in the four schools. MFM purchases copy books and pens plus other donated items as bags and solar calculators. Altrusa Contact: Jill DeVore

	Partners in Conservation

($3,000)
	The Ubumwe Community Center (UCC) in Gisenyi, Rwanda gives physically challenged adults learning skills to ensure their livelihoods.  At UCC, physically challenged and street children are attending school, mentally challenged children attend classes at the center, and deaf children are learning sign language. Funds from the 2010-11 Altrusa International of Columbus grant were used to hire Henry Munyankind, an educator who is proficient in American Sign Language (ASL) to accompany the children to school.  Schools in Rwanda are not able to provide funding for an educator to translate the lessons in to ASL. The 2011-12 Altrusa grant will pay the annual teacher salary for Henry Munyankind, to give these remarkable deaf children an opportunity to continue attending primary school where they are thriving.  The children are not only successfully participating in classes with hearing children but also are gaining self confidence that will help them to someday be independent adults. Altrusa Contact: Sue Inglis

	Critical Difference for Women Scholarships ($5,000)
	Critical Difference for Women (CDW) is a scholarship/grant-offering program for women seeking advanced education and enhanced professional lives at Ohio State. CDW reflects The Ohio State  University's commitment to the specific needs of women as they seek to realize their goals and dreams, both personally and professionally. Critical Difference Re-entry Scholarships provide financial aid to women who have interrupted their education due to unforeseen obstacles and who are seeking undergraduate, graduate, and professional degrees. The requested funding will be used to provide financial assistance to students who meet the criteria and eligibility of the Critical Difference for Women Scholarship Program. A $5,000 grant from Altrusa will provide five $1,000 scholarships. Student recipients will also be invited to participate in the CDW Scholarship Recipient Enrichment Program. Altrusa Contact: Linda Nusbaum

	Women’s Fund  ($5,000)
	The Women’s Fund of Central Ohio is a public foundation promoting social change by growing philanthropy and making grants to programs that expand opportunities for women and girls. The Fund serves Delaware, Fairfield, Franklin, Licking, Madison, Pickaway, and Union counties, bringing voice and visibility to the more than 800,000 women and girls in central Ohio through social change grant making and celebrating women and girls through education and donor events. As a result of Altrusa’s 2010-11 funding, childcare was provided for three grant partner programs: CMAA Refugee Services’ Capital Park Women’s Empowerment Project, The Ohio State University ACCESS Collaborative Program’s CHAMPS project, and Rwanda Women in Action’s Refugee Women Transitional Support Program. The Women’s Fund is seeking to continue the partnership with Altrusa in order to provide childcare services for future grant partners in our 2012 grant cycle. Without childcare, many mothers who benefit from these programs would not be able to enroll. Altrusa’s funding has not only allowed these programs to exist, it has enabled them to thrive. Altrusa Contact: Linda Nusbaum

	$25,850
	Total 2011-12 grants recommended by the Service Committee, as of August 22, 2011
Note: The Service Committee may consider an ASTRA proposal during The Ohio State University 2011-12 academic year. Altrusa Contact: Pat Fitzpatrick 

Altrusa Service projects which did not request funds: 

· Scioto Juvenile Correctional Facility Altrusa Contact: Tedley Pihl 

· Common Grounds Altrusa Contact: Jill DeVore 

· Books and Bears Altrusa Contact:  Cari Wolfe 


