Snyder Earns Altrusa Foundation Literacy Leadership Award


The Altrusa International of Columbus, Ohio, Foundation has named Pat Snyder, Columbus, Ohio, as the recipient of its 2011 Literacy Leadership Award. Snyder was recognized at Altrusa of Columbus’ annual fundraising event, Accent on Style, at the Wedgewood Country Club in Powell, Ohio, on October 22, 2011.

Snyder was selected for the award because of her leadership ability in the area of literacy. Through her regular humor column, “Balancing Act,” the former lawyer and newspaper reporter uses humor and personal experience to coach others through the perils of an overbooked, overstressed life. She also writes a monthly electronic newsletter, “Balancing Tips,” which includes research-based information on living a fulfilling life, and contributes regular columns to the national website of The Transition Network, which serves professional women over 50.

Snyder wrote her first book, “The Dog Ate My Planner: Tales and Tips from an Overbooked Life,” in 2009 and most recently contributed an essay, “Hand-Me-Down Funeral,” to the latest “Chicken Soup for the Soul: Grieving and Recovery” in 2011.


She has conducted writing workshops at the Worthington Public Library and the LifeLong Learning and Leisure center in Upper Arlington and spoken at the Coshocton Write-On Writers Conference and Writers Ink. She has been a guest lecturer at DeVry University and appeared on WOSU radio’s “All Sides with Ann Fisher” numerous times.


A founding member of the Central Ohio Chapter of The Transition Network, Snyder recently conducted “Be Your Own Coach,” a full-day workshop for state employees in transition, sponsored by the John Glenn School of Public Affairs at The Ohio State University.


Snyder was recently accepted in the Master of Applied Positive Psychology at the University of Pennsylvania. She also has a bachelor’s degree in English from the University of Pittsburgh and a Juris Doctorate from the University of Akron School of Law. 


The Literacy Leadership Award has been given annually by the Altrusa International of Columbus, Ohio, Foundation since 2007 to recognize an individual for leading the community in literacy.

Members of Altrusa International of Columbus, Ohio, Inc., established the Foundation in September 2006. The Foundation allows for growth and expansion of the Altrusa Club through 501 (c)(3) contributions, grant-writing capabilities and increased philanthropic opportunities. The mission of the Foundation is to improve the economic well-being and quality of life in the local and global communities through a commitment to community service, literacy and education.

This year, the Foundation will disburse $25,850 to various service projects and educational grants, including the Columbus Literacy Council, the Columbus Metropolitan Library Homework Help Centers, Medicine for Mali, Partners in Conservation, Critical Differences for Women Scholarships and the Women’s Fund.

For more information on Altrusa Columbus and the Foundation, visit www.altrusacolumbusoh.com.

